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INTRIGUED BY THE VIVID IMAGERY OF JORGE PEREZ RUBIO’S DRAWINGS, REDSTAR
SET OUT TO DISCOVER MORE ABOUT SHANDONG'S BAND OF LEGENDS.
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Gnoe Jn

This nobleman worked in the empress’
court, but found it difficult to fit in with
court life and the charlatans he perceived
there. Like so many in Chinese stories, he
went wondering and somehow fell foul
of the system. Little is known about the
circumstances of his escape - nor what he
did to make such a feat necessary - but
he is said to carry a jade tablet with
which he can purify his environment and
castanets with which he calms his foes. He
is considered the patron of actors.
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Chang Kno Lao

It is said that this immortal folded a white
donkey or mule from paper and kept it in

his pocket, ready to be taken out and ridden
away on. He is usually depicted seated facing
backwards, and his mule is said to have had
the ability to fly and walk on water. He carries
a drum and a phoenix feather or a peach,
representing immortality and, since he rep-
resents old age, in the Feng Shui tradition his
picture or statue can be placed in the home
or bedroom of an elderly person to help bring
them a long life and a good, natural death.
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Han Xrang ZI

A student of magic, this Immortal is usu-
ally depicted with a flute, which is said
to give life. It is thought that he was able
to escape by subduing his captors with
his artful melodies. As a result, he is now
considered to be the protector of flutists
and musicians everywhere.
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This Immortal is depicted as being a scholarly, clever man with

a genuine desire to help people obtain wisdom and enlighten-
ment. He is often bearing a sword on his back that dispels evil
spirits. Perhaps because of the concreteness of his historical
identity, he is considered the group’s de facto leader. His
character however is not without flaws; he is said to have been a
ladies’man and is portrayed as having bouts of drunkenness and
a strong temper.
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One of the least defined of the Eight Immortals, this Im-
mortal’s age and sex are unknown and is usually depicted in
sexually ambiguous clothing and carrying a bamboo flower
basket. Lan also has castanets with which he and the other
Immortals would clap, making a beat whilst singing to a
group of onlookers. It is said that these onlookers would fol-
low them anywhere, bestowing them with money which the
Immortals would then string together. As they walked the
coins would fall off to be collected by the poor and needy.
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This is one of the most popular of the Immortals, and is
depicted as a man leaning on crutch and holding a gourd.
Some say that in the myth the gourd had spirals of smoke
ascend from it, denoting his power of setting his spirit free
from his body. Others say that the gourd was full of medicine
which he dispensed to the poor and needy.
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Han zZhong Lf

Known variously as the True-Yang Ancestor-Master or Master of
the Cloud-Chamber, this Immortal is another contender for being
the group’s leader. According to legend, bright beams of light filled
the room during his birth and afterward he did not stop crying
until seven full days had passed. He is depicted with a bare belly,
something familiar to anyone that has summered in Qingdao, and
carrying a fan. This fan was probably in fact a leaf and he used this
to escape the island by floating away on top of it.

Jorge Perez Rubio is a Cuban
American artist and art teacher at
Qingdao No.1 International School
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become etherealised and immune from death.

So she swallowed it, and vowed to remain a
virgin. Later on, mica is all she would eat.
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The Professor
IR

The only female among the Immortals, her

lotus flower is said to improve one’s mental and
physical health. Some legends also have it that
she escaped the gaol floating atop the lotus as
the ferry man that would carry the men to safety
would not carry a woman. Legend has it that

Professor Qu Jiangchuan
works at Qingdao University,
teaching Chinese language

of Shandong (QISS) who became
interested in The Eight Immortals
after stumbling across them whilst
living in the city. “l was intrigued
at first, then excited. These stories
may be old, but they seemed to be
speaking some undeniable truths.
I vaguely recognised parts of them
from stories | knew from other
parts of the world and | wondered
if they might be born of the same

collective unconscious knowledge.

Excited as | was by the ancient sto-
ries, | thought it would be interest-

ing to bring them up-to-date. That's

why, in these pictures, you'll see
many of the totems of the modern
world enmeshed in the traditional
depictions. | was attempting to
make these figures relevant to a

new generatlon "For more informa-

tion on the artist please visit
www.Perez-Rubio.com.
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and culture. He told REDSTAR:
“Whilst the source of Eight
Immortals’ stories can be
found in Taoism, they are
being re-energised by a

new generation looking to
rediscover Chinese identity.
Over the past few decades,
many people have realised
that simply adopting the
stance of western culture is
not ultimately fulfilling and are
turning instead to our history
and heritage. These stories are
part of that, entwining history,
fantasy and learning into one
colourful tale. They are not
moralistic, nor truly religious;
instead, they tell of individuals
overcoming adversity and
celebrate the diverse nature of
our individuality.”

H 5T )1 3 3% £ BR
Ek%.ﬂ&¢iﬂ¢li
o thEFLEES. “=B
R/\UHEFETER, B
W FH— KA BRI L
BMEM. TXNLT+FE,
REARIRE| LA R AYE
AT X REAR T ITHY,
NiZMEZMENERNE
CHRXHMABERER~=H, X
LR B D R A

—E, ZERE. R,
ZEIMEH— N EEZEN
Zif. XAZEH, IR

ERNZRH, M2EFAMIK
%52 AR 5% %%@ AR
R A HEAR . 7






